' SEVERAL PERSONS © 
| Commitred Prifoners to the To WER, GATE-HOU SE, and other Priſons' of chis Nation ; | 


' Publickly reproached, as Actors or Contrivers of fome -horrid Plot, 


” 


Publiſhed by PzTER GOODMAN, who continues a Viſitor of Priſoners, Encouraged- by this following Warrant; 


Prov. +8. Open thy Month for the Dumb in the Cauſe of all ſuch as ere appointed to Deſtruttion, 


et 


El: E ” ' 
Find that the Perſons Impriſoned, having in all faithfulneſs publickly manifeſted their Peaceable Demeanors, 
y were(ſome of them) formerly, notwithſtanding his Majeſties'gracious Letter from Breda, and the A& for /z-. 
£2 dempmity, upon falſe Informations, without ſeeing Accuſer or Accuſation, impriſoned in the Tower and elſewhere, 
> their Houſes, as hoſtile Enemies, by Souldiers (without Warrants) ſearched and diſarmed ; but after very! 
$- and chargeable Reſtraints, were thereof diſcharged : And whenas they, according to Juſtice, might have e 
WH Satisfaction for the Luis of Goods and wrangful Impriſonment, from thoſe who were the Authors and occaſion 
FR | thereof, the. Parliament was pleaſed (in one Clauſe, inſerted in an AA, Intituled, A» eAt declaring the Sole 
IM Right of the Militia tobe in the King) to Indempnifie and ſave harmleſs all ſuch-perſons, as having: ated for 
JF, the Service of his Majeſty. —— An ny | 


_ That the aforeſaid Perſons,hoping for the future not to have heard of any more Names or Terms of DiſlinRion, . 
a - EI. but expecting ProteRion equal with others, did-again apply themſelves to their ſeveral Callings and Imploy- 
ments, for ſupport to them and their Families, - believing their Concernments ſo wrapt up in the General A& of Indempmity, as not to 
Diſarmed, -Reproached, or Impriſoned, upon any pretence, how ſpecious ſoever ; which nevertheleſs is now their Portion, when-thoſe of the 
Popiſh Religion,” who have neither the Law, as to wearing Arms, nor Publick Promiſes to lay claim to, yet both in their Perſons and Eſtates are 
very much Indulged,whilſt others remain in loathſom Priſons ; wherein alſo are many other Sufferers becauſe of Oaths;which in their original in- 
ſtitution wete to:diſcover Papiſts from. Proteſtants ; but now, as to the Paps/ts, are diſ-uſed, and are become a Snare to entrap all other Perſwaſions, 
who in Do&rine and Diſcipline are moſt contrary to the Pope and his Adherents, | : - 
| Paz Hs Ws = PX : | 
That within the moneths of Ofteber and November laſt, many of thoſe Perſons were 'again taken from their ſeveral Habitations, by Purſevanits . * 
or Meſſengers, and carried to theTower, Gatehouſe, &c. (the Keepers refuſing to-deliver Copies of the Cauſe of their Dztainor ) and: not a 
lictlz wounded in their Reputations and Credits, being publickly aſperſed, as if they, amongtt others, were the Contrivers or Aﬀors in ſome 
horrid Plot, thereby rendring them and their Friends moſt odiouſly Infamous, both in City and Country ; as if their Aﬀions did. occaſion the 
toading the Nation with more Taxes, and continuing of Mercinary Souldiers ; Whereas in truth their” Demeanors have been very inoffenſive ; 
and for ought they, of any of their Relations yet know, they are not ſo much as accuſed of any Crime : and might they but be permitted to * 
ſpeak for themſelves , or to enjoy a Tryal according to the known” juſt Laws of this Nation, doubt not but they would ſoon. make known, and 
vindicate their Innocency to all People, however at preſent by ſuch Aſperfions prejudiced againſt them in their ſuffering Conditions, 


| I V. _ 

I alſo find, in theſe places, and in this - prope have many been continued about a quarter of a year ; others, upon as ſlight. pretences, bave 
remained above a whole year paſt : And albeit'the utmoſt endeavours of their Relations haye not been wanting , ſome for Ten, Eleven, and 
more weeks paſt, by their humble Petitions to his Majeſty and Council, to procure their Liberties, who are not permitted Pen, Ink or Pape Y 
theit Friends, Atturneys, Solicitors, and domeſtique Servants not ſuffered to come at them, to be direQed in any manner of bufineſs : Andatl 
though ſome of their Conditions, as to Maintenance, be extream ſad, who after the loſs of their Efates, have (many of them) by the proceedings 
aforeſaid, been forced to expend within theſe Eighteen Months lat » upon Jaylors Fees,: and Charges within, and to' get out of Priſons, 
much mere Moneys, than is now left them to maintain themſelves, their Wives and Children: And further is, n their diſtreſſed Condi- 
tions, againſt the very Law of God, Nature and Nations, theix Wives are denyed the ſociety of their Husbands ; only ſome of them, afrer - 
chargeable Solicitations, are permitted to ſee them, which is but at certain ſeaſons, and for a ſhort time in the preſence of a Keeper; whoſe - 
AffiiQtions are rather increaſed than leſſened, to behold their Relations nnder ſuch cruel Reſtraints, | as | 


This being the Truth of their ſad and diſtreſſed Cafes, I find themevery way diſabled, by ſpeaking or writing, to ſpread their deplorable Caſes -- 
before day's bens of England aflembled in Parliament, the wonted Refuge of all RT Oandagrs, Unleſs | e grave pea in faith= © - 
 fulneſs to his Ceuntry Sed Padlericy, meeting with this their Faſt Vindication, will vouchſafe, or the behalf of the ers, to implore their 
Relief, by ſetting them at Liberty, without paying Fees or Chamber-Rent, 'repairing them for Lofſes and Dammages ſuſtained, and make Pro- - 
viſion to prevent ſuch hard uſage and Arperary roceedings for the future, That ſo Innocent People may not de thus hurned-from Priſon to 
Priſon, but may enjoy ProteRion to live peaceadly in the Land of their rein; fe Or, if after this long Impriſonment; Accuſations ſhall be pre- 
rended againſt all, or any-of them,/ That then a ſpeedy Tryal may be ordexedto be had, agre to the known juſt Laws,of this Nation ; where- 
in, if any of them ſhall be found ly of any Plot, Conſpiracy, or Oath of Secrefie, —_ Majeſties Perſon or Goyernment, (as lately pub- 
liſhed in two learned Speeches) Then let never more Credit be given to the Viſtor of Priſoners,  who-aims at no otheradyantage 
and Welfare of theſe Nations. Da oo oy I BA 


January the 8th, IG66 1, 
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